
ANNUAL PARISH of DRAYTON 
MEETING  

DRAFT MINUTES 
held on Thursday 15th April 2021 at 6:30pm  

 
This meeting was held virtually via ZOOM 

 

NB These minutes will be formally approved at the 2022 Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Present: Graham Everett (Chair of Drayton Parish Council) 
15 members of the general public 
 
In attendance: Jonathan Hall (Parish Clerk) acting as minute taker. 
 
1. Welcome from the Chairman 

1.1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
1.2. Graham Everett then read a statement expressing the sad news regarding the death 

of HRH Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh who died on 9th April at the age of 99. 
The Parish Council, on behalf of its residents, offer deepest sympathies to the Royal 
Family. 
 

The meeting observed a one minute silence to acknowledge the passing of HRH 
Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh.  

 
2. Approval of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th June 2019 

2.1. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved 
 

3. Reports from schools, groups and organisations within the Parish 
 

Verbal reports were received from 

• Bob Carter Centre 

• Drayton Horticultural Association 

• 1st Drayton Scouting Group 

• Sarah Jane Yallop – Zumba & Dance teacher 

• Norwich Young for Christ 

• Drayton Village Hall 

• Thorpe Marriott Village Hall 

• Drayton WI 
 
  
Reports: 

Jeff Anderson - Chairman of Bob Carter Leisure Centre  

The Covid 19 pandemic strongly impacted the operation of the Centre with enforced 

lockdowns during the year (18th March to 2nd July and 5th November to date) Consequently, 

over the year the activities of the trustees have centred primarily around preserving the 

financial security of the charity.   



Maximum use was made of the various grants and support made available by the 

Government including use of the furlough system for most staff.  Furthermore, credit should 

be given to the considerable flexibility shown by those working limited hours, Mr Ron 

Halliday (Centre Manager) and Mr Adam Collins (Assistant Manager) for their efforts and 

commitment throughout what proved to be a difficult period.  This was particularly relevant 

during the immediate period leading up to the re-opening in July and beyond to establish 

and maintain a Covid 19 free environment. 

At the time of writing, accounts for the year are not finalised but indications are that the 

charity lost in the region of £13,000 in the year but with further reduction in costs introduced 

since the beginning of this year and securing various grants we hope most of this loss can 

be extinguished during this year, subject to the restoration of normality. 

There is confidence that full recovery should be achieved bearing in mind that within 2 

months of reopening last year usage reached more than 70% of pre-pandemic rates at a 

time when many people, particularly the elderly, were cautious of leaving home on account 

of the prevailing Covid rate.   

It was not possible to stage an AGM for 2020 but this year’s event is to take place on 

Wednesday 23rd June.  

 

Peter Wrighton – Drayton Horticultural Association 

• The Association has been unable to meet due to covid restrictions but has kept in 
contact with members via email or telephone.  

• On 8th May 2021 there will be a plant sale from a members house in Taverham. 
Further details will be provided and posted on Facebook.  

• The Association would like to have more members and wonder if the Parish Council 
would allow notices to be placed in to any Parish Council publications. 

 

Francis Wolsey – Group Scout Leader 1st Drayton Scouts 

• The Group has just started to meet again following lock restriction easing 

• The Group has its premises within private woodland behind Bidewell Close and 
been in operation for 40 years.  

• Lots of activities are held including kayaking, camping etc… 

• Community spirit is fostered within the group and various initiatives have been 
carried out including tree planting and litter picking. 

• The groups has both boys and girls and is currently full (80 children) with a waiting 
list   

• It was noted that after 50 years their sister organisation Drayton Brownies have 
finished and moved /merged with Taverham Brownies.  

 

Sarah Jane Yallop – Zumba and Dance Teacher 

• Sarah Jane teaches Zumba and Dance in Drayton and has done so for 11 years 

• She would like to use the village hall more but lack of parking is an issue 

• Sarah Jane feels Drayton is a little disconnected and it would be great to get 
everyone together for a post Covid event.  
 

 



 

 

 

Nick Blanch – TLC Church Drayton Hall      

• Nick is also a youth worker for Norwich Youth for Christ 

• The TLC church meets at Drayton Hall on Hall Lane and has just started meeting 
again face to face as covid rules have allowed places of worship to return. 

• Previously they have held services via Zoom 

• The churches fund raising has continued and has helped such causes as Scotties 
Little Soldiers, Keeping abreast (Cancer charity) as the Children’s Society. 

• The church also has made connections with a church in Uganda 

• More locally good connections have also been established with the Foodbank 
operating from Longdale.  

• Nick is keen to help the Parish to enable them to reach out to the younger groups in 
the community.  

• Nick suggests making engagement easier via social platforms and a lot shorter say in 
15 minute chunks.  
 

 

Carl Brown  – Chairman Drayton Village Hall 

• The past 12 months have been difficult with no bookings 

• The committee just managed one coffee morning and a couple of book sales 
between lockdowns. 

• Looking to start coffee mornings in June with social distancing in place and table 
service. 

• There will be no AGM this year. 

• Pop up food vendors using the outside space during lockdown has been successful 
but these will be stopping at the end of April.  

• The village hall is in its 100th year since being built as a memorial to the fallen from 

WW1.  
 

 

Mandy Marshall – Thorpe Marriott Village Hall 

• Hall was closed for a long time in past 12 months although some hirers have now 
returned. 

• Government grants have got them through financially as well as holding a plant sale.  

• Following ACRE guidelines for easing out of lockdown  

• AGM was held virtually 

• The committee are hopeful of a good return of hirers. Before lockdown Hall was at 
capacity.  
 

 

 

 

 



Chris Rudling – Drayton Evening WI (report read by Jonathan Hall)  

I'm Chris Rudling and I am President of Drayton Evening WI. As with all organisations we 

haven't been able to meet for over a year so I haven't much to report. It was our 50th 

anniversary last year so celebrations have been held back until October this year. 

We did have a social gathering last summer at Elsing Church car park. About 20 members 

came and we had a pleasant afternoon with tea, cake and chatter. We are going to do this 

again in May. 

In December all our members were given a Christmas goody bag which contained a small 

bottle of Prosecco, a box of chocolates, a jute bag, hand cream, pen and a Christmas 

cracker and card. There was also a stocking filled with nuts, chocolate pennies and a 

satsuma. Christmas recipes submitted by members, a quiz, and reports from the President, 

Secretary and Treasurer were also in the bag. 

These were all hand delivered by the committee and were very well received by our 

members. 

We hope to resume our meetings in July and have a full programme booked. Nearly all our 

members are re-joining and are looking forward to getting back to some form of normality. 

 

Written reports 

Graham Everett - Drayton Parish Council- Chairman’s Report April 2021 

It would not be possible to present a report about the last year without taking a moment to 

pause and reflect on the devastating effects the Covid-19 Pandemic has had on so many 

lives... When Drayton Parish Council (DPC) was no longer allowed to meet in person we 

swiftly moved to holding virtual meetings to ensure we could continue to serve the 

parishioners we represent. Words like “Zoom” and “please unmute” soon became part of our 

everyday vocabulary. The Parish Council quickly applied for various grants that became 

available during lockdown with the first one enabling the council to support the Thorpe 

Marriott/ Taverham & Drayton Covid-19 help group with PPE and another essential items. 

The group still continues to operate and is currently functioning as a temporary food bank 

which DPC continues to support and special words of thanks must go to the dedicated 

workers behind this group. From a personal perspective, whilst the pandemic was in its first 

wave, I was privileged to assist with the delivery of prescriptions to not only the residents of 

Drayton who were shielding but those in the surrounding parishes too. In the initial lockdown 

DPC was required by the government to close off the play park areas and the staff and 

councillors worked hard to get these areas safe to re-open as soon as we were allowed to, 

recognising just how important they are to the children of Drayton. Despite the pandemic 

DPC was able to complete some of the projects that had already been planned, these 

include the upgrade to the footway between Pond Lane and Fakenham Road and replacing 

the steps and part of the boardwalk at Green Lanes off Low Road which goes down to the 

River Wensum. A beautiful place to take a walk. There had long been an aim to put up 

Christmas lights in the village centre and in 2020 it became a reality when we were able to 

‘illuminate the centre of Drayton’ by putting lights around the Florence Carter Memorial Park. 

We hope you enjoyed the lights and this year the Parish Council hope to hold an event to 

see the ‘illuminations switched on’ to begin the countdown to Christmas 2021. This was 

something we couldn’t do in 2020 owing to the lockdown restrictions. Recently DPC 

welcomed 2 new councillors to the team and we hope to have others joining the council very 



shortly. It is always a pleasure to welcome new councillors who will have various skills and 

interests to further help us in enhancing the village of Drayton, that we all love.  

Where does DPC go from here as we come out of lockdown and return to the new normal? 

The parking area in front of the Florence Carter Memorial Park will be improved shortly and 

the Parish Council will be looking at further improvements to Green Lanes, off Low Road. 

The provision of new equipment at the King George V Playing Field on Drayton High Road is 

also on the list of areas for improvement. Recognising that communication is important and 

can always be improved we will be producing a regular newsletter to go to all homes in 

Drayton which will keep you up to date with village news. Please be assured that DPC 

always welcomes ideas from residents of Drayton on ways to enhance all the areas that we 

are responsible for. If you have any ideas please let us know. Given what a lovely place 

Drayton is to live in, it is not surprising that over the next few years we will see several new 

housing developments :- Firstly, there is the construction of the 71 dwellings at the Norfolk 

House site on Drayton High Road with the building now well underway which is progressing 

steadily with a few of the properties already on the market Thirdly, the development known 

as land at Manor Park, Drayton has recently received full planning permission and will be the 

largest development in Drayton since the late 1980s when Thorpe Marriott was built. This 

development will deliver 267 dwellings of which 88 will be affordable units. The developer, 

Hopkins Homes, will provide funding for traffic calming measures on Carter Road and 

George Drive, a transfer of land to the Drayton Surgery and the provision of a much needed 

footpath on School Road from Drayton Infant School to Reepham Road. Finally, a full 

planning application for 29 dwellings of which 10 will be affordable units is expected to be 

submitted shortly for the former David Rice Hospital site on Drayton High Road. In summary, 

although the Covid -19 pandemic has delayed some the Council’s ambitions in 2020 we will 

now have more to do in 2021 going into 2022 and beyond as we continue in our efforts to 

enhance Drayton’s facilities and environment. In addition to your ideas for the future please 

let us have your feedback on what you think we are doing well and where we “could do 

better -as my old School report occasionally said”. Finally, I wish to thank councillors and 

staff for their support throughout the year and look forward to engaging with the residents of 

Drayton going forward.  

 

4. To consider items for the agenda for discussion 
4.1 Litter / fly tipping 
4.2 Promotion in parish council publication 
4.3 Community come together - engagement 

 
 

4.1 Litter / fly tipping 
 

The meeting generally agreed that litter was becoming more of an issue and that perhaps 

the Parish Council could assist by purchasing more litter bins.  

The emptying of bins on the Highway is the responsibility of Broadland District Council. The 

Parish Council empties its own bins on Parish Council land.  

An email from Frances Dixon, sent in to the Parish Council office for tonight’s meeting, was 

read out by the Clerk. It was agreed that some residents did not respect the footpaths 

around the parish however as many as these are on private land there is little the community 

can do.  



Education was thought to be a good idea to encourage everyone from an early age to do 

their bit to prevent litter. An initiative with schools could be set up. This could be in the form 

of a competition to perhaps design a poster or produce a video for YouTube.  

The community litter picks in the Thorpe Marriott / Taverham / Drayton area that had been 

set up via a Facebook page was doing sterling work but lockdown had put a stop to these 

taking place but the organiser is keen to get these re-established once lockdown rules 

permit. These litter picks were supported by business and a donation was made for every full 

bag collected.  

It was hoped that the Parish Council could get involved promoting these litter picks once re 

established. The scouts also expressed an interest in helping to pick litter in the parish.  

The Parish Council also has litter picking equipment of its own that residents could borrow to 

carry out their own picks. Bags will be collected by the Council for disposal.  

Broadland District Council did litter pick the main areas in the parish every fortnight and did 

in general respond quickly to fly tipping issues. However, they were unable to remove fly 

tipping from private land.  

The Parish Council needs to consider if it has enough bins on its own land and generally 

within the parish.  

It was noted that young people alone are not to blame for all litter and indeed it is adults who 

are fly tipping. Generally, it was though most young people were respectful and didn’t drop 

litter however a small minority are causing an issue. Examples were given when younger 

people at Green Lanes had been seen tidying up after a picnic / BBQ. 

  

4.2 Promotion in parish council publication 
 

 
The Parish Council were about to consider reintroducing an in house publication which had 

been abandoned since the demise of Drayton Chronicle over 5 years ago. If approved the 

Council would be happy to print notices for local groups and organisations so residents 

become more aware of what was happening in the community. It was thought that perhaps 

each edition could feature a local group with a much larger article.  

The new publication would not be a magazine but likely to be a flyer/newsletter.  

The Parish Council could also post more parish events and details of organisations on its 

website and Facebook page, or provide links to their websites.  

It was felt that some of the Parish Council’s noticeboards were too small and bigger ones are 

required, especially outside the Post Office.  

The noticeboard inside the Tesco on Fakenham Road is also a good place to generate 

publicity.  

Noticeboards need to be cleansed more often of out of date posters and adverts.  

 

 

 



4.3 Community come together – engagement 

 
 

Meetings such the annual parish meeting could take place by zoom every 3 months to help 

the groups and organisations within the parish learn from each other and attract more 

residents.  

There is generally apathy in the community to get involved and the reasons why need to be 

established. 

It was thought the Parish Council could provide a regular drop in session to meet with 

parishioners, although the location of the Parish Office was well known generally, this could 

be held in the Village Hall or Bob Carter Centre  

Engaging with younger people is harder. They tend not to use more traditional social media 

platforms like Facebook and are used to things being in smaller chunks of 5 or 10 minutes. 

Certainly 30 mins is the maximum amount of time they usually engage.  

The Broadland Youth Advisory Board could be engaged. Cllr Crotch said he would 

undertake this task on behalf of the Parish Council 

The Chairman thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 8:34pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


